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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

Geek-o-Meter
Now that summer is in full swing,
voices of dissent have been heard
to echo through the increasingly
empty laboratory halls. The com-
plaints? “Not enough time spent in
the lab! Far too much lollygagging!
Evidently, it’s time to clear the air
and separate the studious from the
slackers. For this reason, a conven-
ient diagnostic test is supplied to
help you objectively ascertain the
amount of time that a student has
spent in the lab lately.
1. In the fish section of the local

market, your first thought is: a)
Why don’t I buy fish for a
change? b) I should bolster my
eicosanoid levels with some
tasty fish eyes! c) I smell TEMED.

2. You associate the logo for CAA
with: a) The Canadian Automo-
bile Association. b) The sound
made by a crow. c) Glutamine.

3. You have the kind of skin that:
a) Tans easily. b) Burns when
exposed to the sun the first few
times. c) Makes Casper look
healthy.

4. When you go to the pet store,
you: a) Google your eyes at the
adorable puppies. b) Complain
about the effect this visit will
have on your allergies. c) Con-
template potential experiments.

5. Your first reaction to a hockey
puck rocketed in your direction
is: a) Block the shot. b) Protect
yourself. c) Think to yourself,
“Gee, this must be what a piece
of DNA feels like when it’s about

to be bombarded by free radicals
generated by oxidized iron—
OUCH!”

6. When you go to Disneyland, you:
a) Re-experience the wonder of
childhood. b) Try hard not to
think about the lab time you’re
missing. c) Suffer from intense
mouse tail flashback and end up
sobbing your apologies to Mickey.

7. At the dinner table, you are: a)
A polite and pleasant dinner
companion. b) A focused eater
who refuses to sully good food
with conversation. c) An occa-
sional sculptor of mashed pota-
toes into frenzied helical twists
and beta slashes with the hopes
that your enlightened audience
will be able to pick out the
protein domain that you see so
clearly.

8. You think that the Rubik’s cube
was: a) A fun fad while it lasted.
b) Easy to solve once you
worked on it obsessively for two
weeks. c) A highly underrated
visual aid for introducing your

3-year-old to the wonders of
crystal packing.

9. In the upcoming election, you
plan to vote for: a) The candi-
date who best matches your polit-
ical standards. b) The candidate
who you believe will do the least
amount of damage. c) There’s an
election?

10.You think that roller blading is:
a) A pleasurable form of exer-
cise. b) A hellion’s form of fun
that should be banned from all
public places and consigned to
the same areas where smokers
are now kept. c) An excellent way
to increase your productivity in
the lab.

Scoring: a=0, b=1, c=2
If your score is
15–20 You are a GEEK! The laws of

physics would have to be
broken before you could
spend more time in the lab.

6–14 You are the weird science-
type.

0–5 You are a normal civilian.
Natalie Goto ◆

Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 6. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive either a
Today’s Chemist at Work T-shirt or
coffee mug.
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