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L e t t e r s

Beyond the Table
The article “HPLC—The Road to Partition”
(September, p 27) contains a table titled
“Commercial Suppliers of HPLC-Related
Systems and Equipment”. This implies
that it is a comprehensive list. It is in fact
only a list of suppliers that were mentioned
in the article and it should have been clear-
ly stated as such. There are many names
of longtime suppliers of HPLC equipment
and supplies that were not mentioned. 

Mark Gillissen

Editors’ Response:
We should have indicated that the table
was less than comprehensive. A more
complete list of companies, including
Gilson, Perkin-Elmer, and Varian, can be
found at www.labguideonline.com.

Don’t Delay Data
I enjoyed David Filmore’s article on the TRI
data [“Nasty (and Needed) Knowledge”,
September, p 19]. The federal Toxic Release
Inventory is a useful tool for managing
industrial pollution. I thought his point of
the long data delay was most relevant.

TRI data comes to EPA mostly in an elec-
tronic format, and the agency still does not
release it any sooner than before. Many
suggestions have been offered, but all have
been rejected. The most viable is a rolling
rollout of data on the facilities and compa-
nies that report. As the data is quality
assured, release it to the website. Don’t wait
any longer for an all-or-nothing approach
which takes a year to achieve. EPA has done
this quite successfully before in the release
of the data on the Risk Management Plans.
Since most of the public looks at the TRI

data by facility, why wait until all are qual-
ity assured? Let the analysis report come
when the agency is ready, but don’t deny
the public access to the collected data.

Pat Garvey

E-Signatures Optional
Seeing articles in your magazine covering
such important aspects as 21 CFR 11 is very
satisfying. This is a very difficult piece of
legislation, which requires a high degree
of interpretation. I assume that this is why
there is one inconsistency in “CDS:
Networked and Regulated” (September,
p 20). I refer to the statement, “The rule
requires paper signatures to be replaced
with electronic versions.” Now, 21 CFR 11
does not require “wet” signatures on paper,
even if executed to an electronic record,
to be replaced by electronic signatures.
As editor of the Electronic Records and
Signatures Forum on 21 CFR Part 11 issues,
(www.suehorwoodpubltd.com), I have not
yet come across a company that inten-
tionally was going to replace their hand-
written signatures with electronic ones.

Siegfried Schmitt
Amersham Health, Amersham, U.K.

Snake Tale
In the “Lighter Elements” column (Septem-
ber, p 48) it says that Kekulé conceived
the benzene ring on the top of  an omnibus.
The story that I have always heard was
that he was dozing before the fireplace and
had a dream about a snake with its tail in
its mouth (a hoop snake). He immediate-
ly awoke and realized that a ring structure
would explain the known data for benzene.

Herman M. Curtis
Cameron University, Lawton, OK

Historically Speaking
I appreciated the historic article “The Poets
of Chemistry” by Randall C. Willis (August,
p 52). However, I would like to pose a few
questions.

1. Does poet and writer Goethe belong
to the Renaissance (in my mother language
“Rinascimento”)? I do not agree, as the
above historic period is quite earlier than
Goethe. I tend to believe that, instead of
the Renaissance, Goethe’s age should be

referred to as the Enlightenment (in my
mother language “Illuminismo”).

2. On the basis of what I believe, Newton
(1642–1727) cannot be considered among
the contemporaries of Goethe (1749–1832).

Alberto Girelli
Milano, Italy

License to Massage
Regarding the article “The Magic (and
Science) of Massage” (June 2002), I am curi-
ous where you got the misinformation
that the AMTA “keeps a list of all certified
massage therapists in every area of the Unit-
ed States”? Certification generally means
that some school or teacher has provided
written evidence that a study program has
been completed. Having a license general-
ly means that some branch of government
recognizes one’s professional or vocational
membership and right to practice on
members of the general public. That said,
the terms are often used interchangeably.
There is no current national/international
consensus on what credentials distinguish
between manual therapy practitioners qual-
ified to perform medical massage (treat
people with a diagnosed pathology/disease)
and cosmetic massage (serve people with
nonmedical complaints). Further compli-
cating this credentials mess is the fact
that many politicians, regulators, police
departments, and members of the general
public confuse medical/cosmetic massage
with prostitution (“massage parlours”).

Noel Norwick
California Certified Shiatsu Instructor

Editors’ Response:
AMTA represents 47,000 massage thera-
pists in 30 countries. We did not intend
to indicate that this was a comprehensive
accounting of every massage therapist in
these areas.

Thermo Clarification
The September 2002 feature “CDS:
Networked and Regulated” (p 20) listed
ThermoFinnigan as the producer of the
Target chromatography data system; Target
is now a Thermo LabSystems product line.
A correction has been made to the Web
version of the article. ◆
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