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When I was younger, our family
moved around a bit—we even
lived in Las Vegas. This was in the

early 1950s when only about 25,000 people
were living there. We moved to Southern
California, where I lived from age 10 until
I went to college. Southern California is
where I grew up, so it feels like home.

My interest in physics developed because
of neighbors who were engineers in the
aerospace industry in the 1960s. They
worked for companies like Lockheed, Rock-
etdyne, and McDonnell Douglas. At the time,
the United States was committed to putting
a man on the moon, so the aerospace indus-
try looked like the way to go and physics
seemed like the right kind of degree.

I have had jobs ever since I was 13 years
old. I did paper routes, worked at a grocery
store, and was even a car jockey at a Cadil-
lac dealership. I had the opportunity to
spend two years in Switzerland and learned
to speak fluent German. At one point, I
was writing articles and having them
published in German newspapers. I even
dreamed in German.

During college, I had fantastic experi-
ences at McDonnell Douglas. I worked there
a couple of summers as an undergraduate.
The summer of 1968 was the most inter-
esting because I worked as an assistant
engineer on a testing program for the Apol-
lo rocket. This was the summer before the
Apollo went to the moon, so the testing
was very, very intense. Testing went on 24

hours a day, and since I was young, single,
and willing, I worked as much as they would
let me. I worked 12-hour shifts, 4:30 p.m.
to 4:30 a.m. We ran tests on various modules
throughout the night, and it was great. We
were working in an ordnance area, and

because we were working with explosives,
they stuck us out beyond the far reaches
of the plant in Santa Monica, so if we
blew ourselves up, we wouldn’t hurt the
rest of them. It was a fantastic opportuni-
ty for me to obtain valuable experience and
be involved in the space program.

Although I originally intended to obtain
a Ph.D., I discovered that I really didn’t
have the right temperament to be a college
professor, researcher, Ph.D. chemist, or
Ph.D. physicist. I decided I’d work for a
while and find out what I wanted to do.
My first job after graduating with a B.S.
degree was at Motorola Semiconductors.
There, I was more of a solid-state engi-

neer than a physicist. After about a year
and a half, I decided that I enjoyed the
business aspects of the job and decided to
go to business school. I went to Stanford
in 1971, receiving my M.B.A. in 1973. I
was the number one student in my class.
At the time, Stanford was rated the number
one business school, so I felt pretty good
about attending that institution. I initial-
ly felt unprepared for business school;
having a degree in physics, I wasn’t sure
if I really knew enough to be able to
succeed. I found that my analytical train-
ing in physics was superb preparation for
handling the rigors of business school.

After business school, I worked at McKin-
sey and Co. as a management consultant.
Consulting was a very enjoyable career, but
it lacked the satisfaction of making some-
thing happen. I began to feel something
was missing; I wanted to run a company.
In 1977, I joined Dionex as the CFO of the
predecessor company and as general manag-
er of the analytical instruments business.
I was looking for an opportunity to fulfill
a dream, a kind of entrepreneurial instinct
I guess I had. When I started in 1977, I
never would have thought that I’d still be
here 26 years later. I’m still here because I
enjoy it. It was a new industry to me
when I joined, but I liked getting in there
and working with those involved and seeing
things being put together. I especially enjoy
the excitement in people’s eyes as they
propose ideas they want to develop, and
we take them from the breadboard all the
way to the finished product. It’s a very satis-
fying experience. I’ve enjoyed my career
at Dionex immensely. ◆
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Executive Interview

A. Blaine Bowman, Dionex Corp.: “I was looking
for the opportunity to fulfill a dream.”

Dionex Chairman A. Blaine Bowman and
wife Kristin vacationing in Greece. 

Business Bits
Specialty chemicals portal SpecialChem
(www.specialchem.com) appointed François
Baudulin as vice president in charge of its
Adhesives and Sealants division. . . .Honey-
well Industry Solutions (www.acs.honey
well.com) released a new Experion PKS
industrial automation system. . . . Agilent
Technologies (www.agilent.com) introduced

a variety of new ZORBAX Solvent Saver
columns to help reduce solvent purchase
and waste disposal costs in liquid chro-
matography. . . . Auxilium Pharmaceuti-
cals (www.auxilium.com) appointed Stephen
G. Sudovar, president and chief executive
officer of EluSys Therapeutics (www.
elusys.com), to its board of directors. . . .
NuGenesis Technologies Corp. (www.nuge
nesis.com) announced an agreement with

IBM (www.ibm.com) to co-market the
Nugenesis Scientific Data Management
System with IBM’s eServer and TotalStor-
age. . . .GFS Chemicals, Inc. (www.gfschem
icals.com) has acquired AP Pharma’s
(www.advancedpolymer.com) APS analyti-
cal standards division, which utilizes micros-
phere technology for gauging the purity
of drinking water and provides products
and instrumentation for water treatment.


