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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

Getting One’s Goat
It seems that competition between
the various branches of chemistry will
never cease. At lunch one day, a poly-
mer chemist, an inorganic chemist,
and an organic chemist were discus-
sing smelly materials associated with
their disciplines. Eventually, the
discussion got a bit heated as to
who worked with the most malodor-
ous materials and therefore was the
most dedicated to their field. 

To settle the argument, they decid-
ed to have a test, which involved find-
ing a small room that had no windows
or vents, placing a smelly old goat in
the room, having the three chemists
dressed in their lab coats enter the
room, and closing the door. The winner
was the one who could stay in the
room the longest. 

Well, the three chemists entered
the room and the door was closed.
After about 5 minutes the door sprang
open, and out ran the polymer chemist
coughing and gagging as he slammed
the door shut. “I cannot stand it any
more. I give up.”

Another three minutes went by
and out ran the inorganic chemist,
eyes watering and gagging, followed
immediately by the goat.

Ken Abate

Cold Fingers
One of our new analysts was shiver-
ing through a typical northeastern
Ohio winter. Her Southern heritage
had not prepared her for such cold
temperatures, and sample preparation
in the ventilation hoods was partic-

ularly uncomfortable because the
make-up air is only somewhat warmer
than the outside temperature.

A senior analyst was teaching
her how to set up the cyanide distilla-
tion system for water samples. Midway
through the process, she was instruct-
ed to put her cold fingers on the
tops of the boiling-tubes.

The senior analyst looked away
momentarily, but upon returning
her gaze to the hood, she saw our
chilled analyst-in-training standing
with a puzzled look on her face and
her cold hands resting on top of the
distillation setup.

Trying not to laugh, the instruc-
tor explained that the fingerlike cold-
water condensers were also called
“cold fingers”.

Mark L. Bruce

Bad Days
It was a bad day in the organic chem-
istry teaching laboratory. Several heat-
ing mantles were burned out. Some-
one dropped and broke a thermometer.
Needed chemicals were missing from

the shelf. There were long lines at the
balances for weighing out starting
materials. And the bottles for collect-
ing waste were full. Nothing seemed
to work.

Nevertheless, near the end of the
laboratory period, most students
had completed the reaction and were
ready to isolate the product by steam
distillation. At that point, we discov-
ered that the steam line was down.

One student summed up the day:
“Everything in this lab sucks except
the vacuum line.”

John Hill

Webbish Nomenclature
Paul May is the School of Chemistry
webmaster at the University of Bris-
tol (England), where he hosts "Mole-
cules with Silly or Unusual Names",
a website dedicated to the bizarre and
arcane (www.bristol.ac.uk/Depts/
Chemistry/MOTM/silly/sillymols.htm).
Lonely? Maybe you suffer from an
excess of lovenone. Or maybe you just
don't have enough dinile. Either way,
you're sure to enjoy May's site. ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive either a
Today’s Chemist at Work T-shirt or
coffee mug.


