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Between 
Weeks

JAMES F. RYAN

Garrison Keillor always starts his monologues with the phrase, “It’s been
a quiet week in Lake Wobegon.” He then of course goes on to tell a
story of how it’s been anything but a quiet week. For some of the resi-

dents of his mythical town, the previous week he describes in his monologue
has been filled with action, wonder, amusement, and even entertainment. That’s
somewhat the way it feels this week here in the Washington, DC, offices of
Today’s Chemist at Work magazine. On the surface, this has been a quiet week.
But that’s because those of us on the editorial team have been figuratively
chained to our keyboards completing this magazine’s editorial coverage of the
Pittsburgh Conference in Orlando. The kicker is, we’re about to depart this week-
end for New Orleans for the 2003 Spring National Meeting of the American Chem-
ical Society. To a certain extent, we’re in the eye of the storm—a quiet week
between major events.

For the fifth year, we’re pleased to offer a pictorial view of what it was like
to be part of the Pittsburgh Conference. Art Director Tony Fernandez has creat-
ed a laboratory notebook theme to highlight the many facets of this show. Exhi-
bition setup, registration, product demonstrations, job seeking . . . it’s all part
of the show, and this year we’ve included some of our notes and doodles as
well. It’s all in the notebook. 

In addition to trying to give everyone a visual review of Pittcon, we are also
presenting an overview of the latest in technology offerings at the show.
Senior Associate Editor Mark Lesney uses the 14th Waters Symposium with its
review of the history of Raman spectroscopy as the starting point for an exam-
ination of the many spectroscopic tools and techniques presented both in research
and on the exhibit floor. There is also a review of the spectroscopy awards
presented in Orlando to five of those who are pushing the electromagnetic
frontier ever further.

In conjunction with our spectroscopy story, Associate Editor Nancy McGuire
reviews a potpourri of the chromatographic technical research and instrumental
offerings this year at Pittcon. She gives a short overview (and short only because
of the space constraints of this magazine) of the tour de force plenary pres-
entation by Fred McLafferty on the latest in protein identification methods
using mass spectrometry. In addition, there are précis of presentations by Nobel
Laureate John Fenn and ACS Journal of Proteome Research editor-in-chief Bill
Hancock on their work in proteomics. I should also take note of my former
colleague Michael Dong’s kind assistance with background information for our
coverage of this year’s chromatographic instrumentation.

Pittcon is an amazing show. This year, according to the folks who run Pittcon,
22,628 people attended, both conferees and exhibitors. There were 1260 compa-
nies who exhibited their wares, and there were approximately 3000 papers given.
It was great to be there and be part of it. But I must say it was also good to
have a week in the office to write up our stories. Now we have to get ready for
New Orleans and the ACS national meeting. In a variation of the old aphorism,
for us there is so much science and technology, so little time. ◆


