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The 51st annual conference of the
American Society for Mass Spec-
trometry (ASMS) will be held June

8–12 in Montreal at the Palais des congrès
de Montréal. The ASMS was formed in 1969
to promote and disseminate knowledge
of mass spectrometry and allied topics.
More than 3500 scientists involved in
research and development are members
of the organization. They come from
academic, industrial, and government labo-
ratories and share an interest in advanc-
ing techniques and instrumentation in
mass spectrometry and in fundamental
research in chemistry, geology, biological
science, and physics.

Registration
Those who did not register by April 25 may
register on-site on Saturday, June 7, from
2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., and Sunday, June
8, from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. An addi-
tional $50 will be charged for on-site regis-
tration. If you need to cancel, $30 will be
deducted from the refund to cover the cost
of handling and processing. Conference
registration and cancellation requests must
be postmarked on or before May 30.
There is no on-site registration available
for short courses. 

Special Events
Several lectures will be given throughout
the conference. There are two plenary
lectures: “Rapid Climate Change: Past,
Present, and Future”, on Monday morning,
June 9, and “Targeting Protein–Protein
Interactions using Synthetic Agents”, on
Thursday morning, June 12. The award
lectures will be held on Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings (June 10 and 11) for
the Award for a Distinguished Contribution
in Mass Spectrometry and the Biemann
Medal, respectively. The Award for a Distin-
guished Contribution in Mass Spectrome-
try recognizes a focused, singular achieve-
ment in, or contribution to, fundamental
or applied mass spectrometry. The 2002

winners are William J. Henzel, John T. Stults,
and Colin Watanabe for the initial imple-
mentation of peptide mass fingerprinting
for the rapid identification of protein
components. The Biemann medal recog-
nizes a significant achievement in basic or
applied mass spectrometry made by an indi-

vidual early in his or her career. The
award is presented in honor of Professor
Klaus Biemann and is endowed by contri-
butions from his students, postdoctoral asso-
ciates, and friends. The 2002 winner is Ruedi
Aebersold for his achievements and contri-
butions to biological mass spectrometry,
analytical biochemistry, and biology. A major
highlight of this year’s meeting will be
the Nobel celebration lectures given by
Koichi Tanaka and John Fenn, the 2002
Nobel laureates in chemistry.

Other special events include a Welcome
Mixer on Saturday and Sunday evenings,
June 7 and 8, and the conference finale,
which will conclude the conference on
Thursday, June 12.

Short Courses
Short courses will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, June 7 and 8, immediately preced-
ing the actual conference. All short cours-

es are two full days. The topics this year
are Interpretation of Mass Spectra, Quan-
titative MS, LC-MS: The Techniques of Elec-
trospray and APCI, Practical LC-MS, MALDI-
TOF-MS: Fundamentals and Applications,
Quadrupole Ion Trap MS and Tandem MS,
TFMS: Principles and Applications, Proteins
and Peptides: Characterization by LC-MS–
MS-MS, and MS-MS: Fundamentals and
Applications. All courses are $400 for
nonmembers, $300 for members, and $150

for students. See the ASMS webpage for
descriptions of these courses or more infor-
mation on them.

Technical Program
The technical program begins Sunday after-
noon, June 8, with two tutorial lectures
titled “Atmospheric Pressure Ionization
Techniques” and “Making a Start-up Compa-
ny Succeed”. The program continues on
Monday, June 9, with daily poster sessions,
interest group meetings, and oral sessions.
Topics for the oral sessions include
membrane proteins and hydrophobic
peptides, synthetic polymer analysis, MS
and crime and terrorism, proteomics in
cancer discovery, imaging mass spectrom-
etry, metabonomics, and biological appli-
cations of ICP-MS. 

For more information on any aspect of
the meeting, visit the ASMS website at
www.asms.org. ◆
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Mass Spec in Montreal

The American Society for Mass Spectrometry 
will hold its 51st annual conference in June.


