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Iwas born in Tehran, Iran, and complet-
ed high school and college there. At
an early age I was learning some funda-

mentals of entrepreneurship. As a fifth
grader, I would go door-to-door to ask if
anyone would like to be tutored. I would
teach math, science, and any other subjects
they would like; I enjoyed the experience
a lot. My father, who was a secondary school
principal, taught me the value of educa-
tion and fostered a “free spirit” in me. I
also leaned on values from my mother, who
worked for a bank, as I’ve learned the finan-
cial aspects of running a business.

At age 22 I moved to the United States
to pursue my master’s and Ph.D. I was
accepted to MIT, the University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign, and Stanford. A few
friends of mine graduated from Stanford
and that biased my decision to go there.
Besides, California had great weather and
the Palo Alto area is an entrepreneurial
heaven. After graduating in 1980, two
fellow Stanford grads and I started a
company called Microsensor Technologies.
Our product was a miniaturized GC that
could fit in the palm of your hand. It
was approximately 10 to 100 times faster
than conventional models and utilized sili-
con-based micromachining. But it was very
complicated and difficult to manufacture;
perhaps it was 20 years ahead of its time.
At any rate, the company went bankrupt
after 5 years but it was a fantastic expe-

rience. The most important thing I learned
is that you need to run a tight ship and
always have cash reserves for rainy days,
and I’ve carried that lesson with me. By
the way, another company later acquired
the technology and today there are minia-

turized GC products based on that idea.
Ironically, until just recently that compa-
ny was using our software to control
their micro GCs.

After Microsensor, my partners and I
went in different directions. I joined Tencor
Instruments in 1985, which was a small
company at the time, as their software
manager. For 5 years I helped build the
software department. We were pioneers
using Windows to develop applications
when it was still in its infancy. But I still

had the entrepreneurial spirit and desire
to run my own company. I sold my Tencor
shares of stock and in 1990 I formed Scien-
tific Software with a prototype of the
EZChrom software. I partnered my software
with a hardware provider named Straw-
berry Tree and was featured in their cata-
log. Interestingly, I received almost no
revenue from our hardware–software collab-
oration but did receive a phone call from
Shimadzu Scientific, who saw our software
product in the catalog. That was nearly
13 years ago, and we are still an integral
part of their product line today.

Scientific Software is just about the “last
man standing” in independent chro-
matography software suppliers. We have no
outside investors, which frees us from having
to be dependent on quarterly P&L state-
ments. We have over 100 employees and
an outstanding senior management team.
As a result, I have a personal goal to dele-
gate my current responsibilities to my
managers and take on a more strategic role. 

Before I was married, I enjoyed flying
Cessna airplanes down the California coast-
line and around the Bay Area; I would
have liked to be a professional pilot. Despite
my passion and interest, unfortunately I no
longer fly small planes. However, I still enjoy
attending air shows and following the space
program, and I especially like watching
the Blue Angels perform. In my spare time
I enjoy being with my wife and two daugh-
ters. We like to debate about history, espe-
cially the Roman Empire. My 13-year-old,
Lily, is very much like me and is interest-
ed in science. Jasmine, my 16-year-old, is
more interested in art and music and
eventually swapping her car with mine. ◆
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Executive Interview

Soheil Saadat, President/CEO, Scientific 
Software, Inc.: “With a can-do attitude, 
you can achieve anything.”

Business Bits
Agilent Technologies (www.agilent.com)
has developed a new method—using the
7500c ICP-MS with Octopole Reaction
System—that is the first to enable simul-
taneous measurement of ultralow- and
high-concentration analytes such as
arsenic in drinking water . . . Quaker

Chemical Corp. (www.quakerchem.com)
has been awarded a series of three-year
contracts to provide products and servic-
es for chemical management at seven
General Motors (www.gm.com) Power-
train manufacturing sites . . . Elemica
(www.elemica.com), a chemical e-
commerce company, has acquired Opti-
mum Logistics (www.optimumlogistics.

com), a marine logistics software and
technology firm, to launch a multimodal
logistics platform . . . YTY Industry
Sdn. Bhd. (http://yty-industry.com), a
Malaysian glove manufacturer, has acquired
Dow Chemical Co.’s (www.dow.com)
performance Dow Intacta polyurethane
technology and its polyurethane glove
business.

Soheil Saadat


