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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

A Penny for Your Thoughts
As a chemistry professor, I am
frequently visited by students who
drop by my office for help with
concepts that we have been study-
ing in the classroom. A student was
in my office one day to ask a ques-
tion on a course topic that I find
extremely interesting. As I talked on
and on about the answer to his ques-
tion, I finally realized that his eyes
had glazed over.

Feeling a little embarrassed at my
verbosity, I said to him, “I’m proba-
bly telling you more than you really
wanted to know.” He was too polite
to respond.

I thought that an attempt at humor
might help to save the moment, so I
asked, “You know why professors
talk so much, don’t you?”

“No, why?” he responded, with
renewed interest in our conversation.

“It’s because we are paid by the
word,” I replied.

“Oh,” he said with a straight face.
“You must be very wealthy then.”

Jim Eberhart

The Battle Continues
There was a group of investors who
wanted to build the world’s best horse
racing track. They were awash in
venture capital, so they hired every
conceivable type of expert to design
every aspect to the absolute state of
the art.

Among the experts were a
biochemist, an analytical chemist, and
a physical chemist. The experts went
off to start on their projects with
the understanding that they would
report back on a certain date on the
progress they had made.

When the day arrived for the
chemists’ progress reports, the
biochemist gave a glowing report on
the new variety of grass he had devel-
oped for the center of the racetrack—
low-maintenance, beautifully green
all year round, etc. The analytical
chemist came up with the world’s most
foolproof methods for detecting any
type of drugs or other illegal
substances that someone might want
to administer to the horses. The syndi-
cate bosses were very pleased indeed.

Then the physical chemist came
forward. He rolled a chalkboard to the
center of the stage, took out a piece
of chalk, and began to write many
complicated equations.

Then he turned around to face the
audience and began with, “If we
assume that a race horse is a mass-
less hard sphere . . .”

Nancy K. Mcguire

According to Bill

Oft expectation fail, and most oft
where most it promises.

All’s Well That Ends Well

Some griefs are medicinable.
As You Like It

The little foolery that wise men have
makes a great show.

Cymbeline ◆  
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is published,
you will receive a Today’s Chemist at
Work souvenir.
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More Compounds Not Found in the
Merck Index
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