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The “John O’Hara country” where I
grew up in eastern Pennsylvania is
rich in community history. Many of

the residents continued to speak the
dialects of the countries from which they
originated. Although an economically
depressed area during the 1940s and 1950s,
its abandoned mines provided a source
for continuous adventure. I spent my
summer vacations with my paternal grand-
parents and on the adjacent dairy farm of
my aunt and uncle. My other (maternal)
grandfather taught me how to fly-fish.
He was the “local sportsman” and member
of the “fishing fraternity”, my tutor and
fishing mentor. Every year, we would
prepare for “opening day”, April 15th,
which marks the start of trout season.
For me this was the highlight of my year.

My parents, teachers, and an uncle who
was a scientist, encouraged my interest in
chemistry. Teachers would give me cast-off
laboratory equipment and glassware and
recommend books for me to read. My parents
also indulged me with Gilbert and Chem-
craft chemistry sets and sustained my spark
in science even though they endured sever-
al attacks of inadvertent “stink bombs”.
My “laboratory” was built from those
home chemistry sets.

After high school, I enlisted in the Air
Force and was stationed at Seymour John-
son AFB, Goldsboro, NC, with hopes of
becoming a pediatrician. The Air Force

provided me the opportunity and financ-
ing to attend an extension program spon-
sored by then Eastern Carolina University
in Greenville where I took classes in medical
technology and business management. As
an operating room technician, I was assist-
ing surgeons in the military and even
deployed with a field hospital unit. After
completing my enlistment, I moved back
to Pennsylvania and worked in a local hospi-
tal. That is where I met and eloped with
Nana, the family anchor, my best friend,
and I’m still married to her today. I enrolled
in pre-med classes and was on my way to
become a physician except for the “two
strikes against me.” According to the
dean of admissions, “I had insufficient funds
to finance my medical education and a
growing family.” In retrospect, the dean

gave me good advice, and I left school. 
While living in Pennsylvania, I became

active in Trout Unlimited; it gave me a sense
of nostalgia for the days spent with my grand-
father. Annually, my sons and I fly-fish in
Montana. I’m looking forward to this 11th
upcoming year. I enjoy adding antique fly-
fishing tackle to my library; it is a collec-
tion that I am proud of. Often, I reminisce
about the summers on the dairy farm, which
may have led to the purchase of two antique
tractors, a 1945 Model A and a 1952 Super
C Farmall, one of which I restored. 

Even though I did not pursue gradu-
ate school, the advice of the dean and
management courses I took years ago have
helped me to succeed and have led me to
Alltech and in my current capacity for
the past 16 years. ◆
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Executive Interview

Rick Kurtz, Alltech:
“Opening day was
always the highlight.”

Business Bits
Elizabeth Ferguson-Brown has been promot-
ed to president of Spectrum Chemicals
& Laboratory Products (www.spectrum
chemical.com) from her former position as
president of Spectrum’s Tucson, AZ, divi-
sion, a post she held since 2001. Fergu-
son-Brown joined Spectrum in 1988 . . .

Grace Vydac (www.gracevydac.com), a
manufacturer of silica material technolo-
gy, has established its North American
regional distribution network . . . Dow
(www.dow.com) named Michael R. Gambrell
business vice president of the newly
created Chlor-Vinyl Business department
within its Chemical Business Group . . .
Agilent Technologies (www.agilent.com)

announced a two-dimensional GC technique
that the company says provides the fastest
available chromatographic analysis for deter-
mining the purity of denatured fuel-grade
ethanol . . . Chemical technology company
Fluorous Technologies (www.fluorous.com)
successfully completed a $3 million round
of financing from a combination of corpo-
rate and angel investors. 

Rick Kurtz, president and COO of Alltech Associates, fly-fishing in New Zealand.


