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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

Life Is a Gas
Recently, through an online auction,
I sold a Dewar flask, which is used to
transport liquid nitrogen. When I took
it to the local package shipper, howev-
er, this is the conversation that
transpired:

Clerk: What is in the package?
Me: A Dewar flask.
Clerk: What’s a Dewar flask?
Another clerk (calling out):

It’s a bottle of Scotch whisky.
Clerk (dead serious): I don’t think you

can ship bottles of whisky this way.
Me: No, no. A “Dewar” is used to

hold liquid nitrogen.
Clerk: Is there any in it now?
Me: Of course not. Liquid nitrogen

boils well below room temperature.
Clerk: You can’t ship hot liquids. Me: It’s not a liquid; it’s a gas.

Clerk: You can’t ship bottled gases.
They’re under pressure and can
explode.

Me: It’s not under pressure. It does-
n’t even have a lid.

Clerk: Then what will keep it from
spilling if it tips over during ship-
ment?

Me: (with a sigh of resignation):
How clever of you to think of that.
Fortunately, we have the Dewar
packed in plastic peanuts. As you
probably know peanuts are legumes
and legumes fix nitrogen. So, it is
no hazard if the Dewar tips during
shipment.

Clerk: Well, why didn’t you say so to
begin with! Have a nice day!

Jay L. Stern

Meeting Quotables
We offer you a few things to ponder
while sitting through another inter-
minable departmental meeting:

“The very powerful and the very stupid
have one thing in common: instead

of altering their views to fit the
facts, they alter the facts to fit their
views, which can be very uncomfort-
able if you happen to be one of the
facts that needs altering.”

Doctor Who

“It is a tale told by an idiot, full of
sound and fury, signifying nothing.”

William Shakespeare

“In theory, there is no difference
between theory and practice. In prac-
tice, however, there is.” 

Jan van de Snepscheut

“The bookful blockhead, ignorantly
read,
With loads of learned lumber in his
head.”

Alexander Pope ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive a Today’s
Chemist at Work souvenir.

You’ve been standing at the 
spectrometer all week, your third
protein solution has precipitated,
and your manager just spilled coffee
on your console.

The computer is down and so are you.

It’s Friday and you just want to get
out of here, but where are you going
to go without a car?

megaHERTZ
We’re here for you when you’re feel-
ing a little diffuse and you just want
to go for a spin.

WE’VE GOT 
all of the new makes and models:

See 13 varieties
of the Proton 600

’n 15 colors
of the Deuteron 500.


