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The autumnal season is chock full of meet-
ings for chemists. What follows is just a
sample of a few scheduled meetings.

AAPS
One of the premier pharmaceutical confer-
ences, the American Association for Phar-
maceutical Scientists (AAPS) 2003 annu-
al meeting, will take place in Salt Lake
City, UT, and gather more than 7500
pharmaceutical scientists from around
the globe. The dates for this event are
October 26–30 at the Salt Palace Conven-
tion Center. It provides an opportuni-
ty to meet colleagues and learn about
breakthrough research and technolo-
gies in the pharmaceutical sciences.
Topics for this year’s meeting include
21 CFR Part 11 implications for non-
chromatographic instruments and infor-
mation technology/data management;
advances and challenges in polymer ther-
apeutics; bioequivalence of biotechnolo-
gy products; clinical trials simulation in
drug development; identification and vali-
dation of biomarkers in the drug develop-
ment process; the new CDER/CBER organ-
ization; nucleic acids, drug targets and gene
therapy; pharmacokinetics of monoclonal
antibodies; and targeted drug delivery in
cancer therapy.

In addition to the technical program,
workshops before the meeting are sched-
uled and an exposition featuring more than
550 companies will showcase the latest
equipment, technical developments, publi-
cations, and other services for the phar-
maceutical scientist. Visit the AAPS website
at www.aaps.org for more information.

AVS
The AVS Science and Technology Society
(formerly the American Vacuum Society)
will hold its 50th International Symposium
and Exhibition November 4–6 in Baltimore.
The Society is a nonprofit organization that
promotes communication, dissemination
of knowledge, recommended practices,
research, and education in the use of vacu-
um and other controlled environments to

develop new materials, devices, process
technology, and related understanding of
material properties. There will be several
sessions in the technical program that cele-
brate the 50th anniversary meeting. The
three plenary sessions will feature speak-
ers who have been asked to anticipate
the technical and scientific issues that will
feature prominently in future AVS symposia.
The three sessions start with a look at

“Nanotechnology” on Monday afternoon,
November 3, continue with a view of differ-
ent aspects of “Information” on Tuesday
morning, November 4, and finish with
“Surfaces, Processing and Materials” on
Wednesday morning, November 5.

The exhibition will feature more than
200 companies displaying products in many
areas such as thin-film deposition, fusion
technology, vacuum metallurgy, nuclear
and high-energy physics, surface analy-
sis, lasers and optics, analytical instru-
ments, vacuum technology, and semicon-
ductor materials and processing. 

For more information on the meeting,
go to www.avs.org.

SETAC
The 24th annual Society for Environ-
mental Toxicology and Chemistry (SETAC)
meeting will be held in Austin, TX, Novem-
ber 9–13. SETAC is an independent,
nonprofit professional society that provides
a forum for scientists engaged in the study
of environmental issues, management and
conservation of natural resources, envi-
ronmental education, and environmental
research and development. Membership
has increased from 230 charter members

in 1980 to more than 5000 biologists,
chemists, toxicologists, and others inter-
ested in environmental issues. 

The theme for this year’s meeting is
“Science Without Borders: Developing Solu-
tions for Global Environmental Challenges”,
and the meeting will consist of a compre-
hensive technical program featuring plat-
form sessions, poster sessions, and short
courses. Platform session topics include
methods in risk assessment; restoration of
contaminated sites; ecotoxicity and envi-

ronmental chemistry of antibiotics;
agents, detection, and emergency
response for homeland security; and
endocrine disruption. Visit the SETAC
website at www.setac.org for more infor-
mation.

MRS
The Materials Research Society (MRS)
fall meeting will be held in Boston at
the Hynes Convention Center, Decem-

ber 1–5. This meeting will feature more
than 4400 papers in 38 topical symposia
in materials research. The symposia will be
divided among the following topics: inte-
grated device technology; organic, soft,
and biological materials; nano- to micro-
structured materials; inorganic materials
and films; photonics; energy storage, gener-
ation, and transport; information storage
materials; and design of materials by
humans and nature. 

In addition, there will be an exposition
with more than 200 international exhibitors
displaying a full spectrum of equipment,
instrumentation, products, software, publi-
cations, and services. MRS will once again
host a career center for meeting attendees.
The center will operate Tuesday through
Thursday (December 2–4) in the exhibit
area on the second level of the Hynes
Convention Center. Services include access
to current job postings, a résumé file for
prospective employers, and on-site inter-
view opportunities. Visit www.mrs.org for
more information. 

The Rest
To find out about other meetings, visit the
meeting locator at chemistry.org. ◆
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A Fall Slate

From pharmaceuticals to materials science . . .


