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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

Macpeptide
(The Skittish play)
by Wm. Shakespipet

Is this a protein 
which I see before me,

its Coomassie toward my band?
Come, let me purify thee.
I assay thee not 

and yet OD thee still.
Are’t thou not, fatal helix,
sensitive to UV as in CD?
Or are’t thou but a peptide of

the mind, a false artifact, 
proceeding from the HPLC?

I OD thee yet in form as soluble
as this which now I MacDraw.
Thou suggests to me 

the method that I was using;
and such a column I was to try.
My enzyme is made the fool 

o’ the other contaminants
or else worth all the rest; 

I purify thee still
and on thy tubes and columns gobs

of goo,
which was not so before. 

Now o’er the one half lab
my protein seems dead, 

and wicked dreams abuse
the curtain’d sleep; 

now lab techs celebrate
pale CRO’s offerings 

and dried out resin,
alarumed by its sentinel, the FPLC,
whose beep’s his watch, 

toward his design
migrates like a ghost. 

Thou sure and firm set postdoc,
follow not my protocol, 

which steps it says, for fear

thy very sonicates 
prate of my ignorance,

and take the present horror 
from the time,

which suits with it. 
Whiles I threat, he assays:

Words to the heat of deeds 
to cool breath gives.

I go and it is done; 
the spec invites me.

Hear it not, graduate, 
for it is a kneel

that summons thee to heaven 
or to hell.

A Letter to the Editor
A few years ago the Duke University
student newspaper The Chronicle
published an article on undergradu-
ates working in scientific research.
One such student, employed in
biomedical research as I recall, was
quoted as saying, “In my job, I work
with rats.”

This provoked a letter to the editor
signed by all his coworkers in the
lab and protesting that “we are NOT
rats, and even the one of us who is
doesn’t like to be reminded of it!”

According to Isaac
Isaac Asimov said that if you want
to find a chemist, ask him or her to
discuss the following words: mole and
unionized. As he so eloquently put it,
“If he or she starts talking about furry
animals and organized labor, keep
walking.”

The most exciting phrase to hear
in science, says Isaac Asimov, the one
that heralds new discoveries, is not
“Eureka!” (I found it!), but “That’s
funny . . .”

Labster’s Unabashed
Dictionary
Bunsen burner (n): A device invent-
ed by Robert Bunsen (1811–1899) for
brewing coffee in the laboratory, there-
by enabling the chemist to be poi-
soned without having to go all the
way to the company cafeteria.
Exhaustive methylation (n): A mara-
thon event in which the participants
methylate until they drop from ex-
haustion.
Spectrophotometry (n): A long word
used mainly to intimidate freshman
nonmajors. ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive a Today’s
Chemist at Work souvenir.


