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ACS ProSpectives is a series of small
conferences that deliver current and
comprehensive technical informa-

tion to industry-employed chemists and
life scientists. The series invites only the
world’s most respected researchers to pres-
ent, attendance is capped at 200 partici-
pants. The conferences cover subjects that
straddle the borders of chemistry and at
least one other scientific discipline such
as biology, physics, or engineering. Program
organizers focus content on topics hold-
ing the greatest potential for commercial
application. 

Below are the planned conferences for
the first half of 2004. For more informa-
tion on the ProSpectives series, please visit
www.acsprospectives.org.

Thin Film Electronics
The Organic Thin Film Electronics: Mate-
rials, Devices, and Applications conference
will be held on January 25–28, 2004,
at the J. W. Marriott in Miami. The recent
commercialization of organic light-emit-
ting display technology opens the ques-
tion of how pervasive organic thin film
electronics will become. Leading experts
will discuss this question and state-of-the-
art technical developments. Technical topics
include organic light-emitting devices and
displays; organic thin film transistors and
circuits—toward low cost organic elec-
tronics; organic and hybrid photovoltaics;
and metal–organic semiconductor contacts. 

Polymorphism 
The Polymorphism in Crystals conference
will be held February 8–11, 2004, at
the Saddlebrook Resort in Tampa, FL.
Leading experts in polymorph characteri-
zation and prediction will present the state-
of-the-art in the often misunderstood field
of crystalline polymorphism, with an
emphasis on industrial applications and
practice. Topics will include crystallization
(nucleation, growth, agglomeration, attri-
tion, seeding strategies, prediction, and

modeling); cocrystals, solvates, and hydrates;
thermodynamics of crystals; phase transi-
tions; solid-state chemistry structure–prop-
erty relationships; legal issues; analytical
polymorph structure solution and screen-
ing—X-ray; and polymorph characteriza-
tion and screening—new methodologies.

Process Chemistry in the
Pharmaceutical Industry
This conference will take place on Febru-
ary 29–March 3, 2004, at the Saddlebrook
Resort in Tampa, FL. The development of
practical, cost-effective processes for the
synthesis of new therapeutics has critical
implications for subsequent manufactur-
ing and commercialization. During this
conference, leading experts will update the
state of the art in this area and outline
the key techniques required for world-class
process chemists. Topics will address asym-
metric synthesis; enzymatic transforma-
tions; organometallic chemistry; hetero-
cyclic chemistry; crystallization technology,
theory, and application; and technology
and automation, and will include a regu-
latory round table. 

Pharmaceutical Authentication 
The eagerly anticipated Pharmaceutical
Authentication and Forensic Analysis
conference will be held on April 25–27,
2004, at the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay in

Tampa, FL. Counterfeiting, tampering, diver-
sion, and theft affect the integrity of phar-
maceutical products. These illicit activities
threaten the safety and well being of
patients. Authentication of pharmaceuti-
cals, raw materials, active pharmaceutical
ingredients, excipients, and finished dosage
forms through the supply chain is essen-
tial for maintaining integrity. Identifica-
tion and product security of pharmaceu-
tical materials encompasses a broad array
of approaches—from the macroscopic to
the subatomic. This conference will cover
a wide spectrum of techniques to enhance
the understanding of pharmaceutical
authentication and forensic analysis. 

Rendering Biological Knowledge
The Rendering Biological Knowledge from
Proteomics and Genomics conference will
take place on May 2–5, 2004 (location TBD).
It will examine some new kinds of infor-
matics that not only connect vast amounts
of data but also capture usable knowl-
edge in the form of biologically valid
relations that research scientists can apply.
Topics include experimental data generat-
ed from multiple technologies; intercellu-
lar dynamic biology; intercellular or organ-
ism behavior; simulation and models; data
production from technology; data analy-
sis and interference; and disease charac-
terized by proteomics. 

Chemical and Biosensing
The Emerging Opportunities in Chemical
and Biosensing conference will be held
on May 16–19, 2004, at the Inn at Loret-
to in Sante Fe, NM. It will focus on the
ever-increasing demand for new data inputs,
miniaturization, and ample data process-
ing capacity that drive development of new
chemical sensors and biosensors. Experts
in the sensor field will present a broad
spectrum of new developments in optical,
electrochemical, mass and higher order
chemical sensors, sensing systems, and
modern data-reduction techniques. The
emphasis will be on technologies that have
reached maturity and are on the verge of
transition from research laboratories to
further industrial development. ◆
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A Profusion of ProSpectives

ACS stays on the cutting edge with these
interdisciplinary events. 


