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L e t t e r s

Bowling for Chemistry?
In regard to chemists taking nontradition-
al routes for jobs (“Industry Facts & Figures”,
September, p 25), I have been a bowler
for 24 years. Instead of becoming a profes-
sional bowler, I obtained my chemistry
degree. Now, I use my degree in chemistry
to help in the research of bowling balls, ball
materials, lane oils, lane surfaces, and bowl-
ing pins. These types of job opportunities
will encourage recent college graduates with
a chemistry degree to pursue alternative
paths in a different industry.

Nichole DePaul
ABC/WIBC Research Engineer

Future Prospects
The “Women in Industry: A Formula for
Success” feature (September, p 26) was
very encouraging and close to my feelings.
I work in an academic environment and
have not switched to industry so far. I am
always eager to read and understand the
scenarios that women chemists may face
in industry. The article gives a glimpse of
that and shows all the positive directions
that women chemists can look to for getting
help when facing tough situations. It gave
me more encouragement to make my move
toward industry.

Mani Upreti
Postdoctoral Researcher

UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, TX

Been There, Balanced That
Your article “Networking Balances” (Septem-
ber, p 41) was interesting, but hardly news.
In the mid-1970s we “automated” a series
of gravimetric analyses in the Central
Research Laboratories of the Ralston Puri-

na Co. by implementing data acquisi-
tion/communication software that support-
ed RS232-equipped balances coupled to a
DEC minicomputer running a LIMS system.
In the late 1970s, palatability studies at a
location some 40 miles from the lab utilized
a 9600-baud phone line and RS232 multi-
pleders. The latter included support for eight
workstations and eight balances and includ-
ed tare and calibration capabilities.

Eugene L. Schneider
Systems Consultant (Retired)

Ralston Purina Co.

MS History
I believe there are two errors in “A Mass
Spec Timeline” (Chemistry Chronicles,
September, p 47):

1. Double-focusing MS was not invent-
ed by Johnson and Nier in 1953. It was
invented by Mattaugh and Herzog in 1934.

2. MALDI was not discovered in 1983.
In Measuring Mass: From Positive Rays to
Proteins (Chemical Heritage Press: Philadel-
phia, 2002), Mike Grayson states, “‘Absorb-
ing’ compounds [were first] used to assist
laser ionization of ‘nonabsorbing’ com-
pounds” in 1985. I recall the first articles
by Tanaka and Hillencamp were in 1988.

David M. Parees

Author’s Reply:
Tanaka’s group at Shimadzu have given me
the patent number for the UFMP/Glyc-
erin mixture ionization method which was
submitted in Japan in 1985 (JP01769145),
but I have not yet received from his group
the reference for the 1983 date. My focus
in Table 1 on the Nier-Johnson (1953) re-
verse geometry magnetic deflection instru-
mentation was in its practical application
to high accuracy analysis. In addition to
the Dempster magnetic deflection (1918)
instruments, I should have mentioned
the Mattauch/Herzog design (1934). 

Gary Siuzdak

Correction
In the September Technology & Tools
article (“Atomic Spectroscopy”, p 51),
author Geoff Tyler’s job title should be
the worldwide ICP product manager with
Jobin Yvon (www.jobinyvon.com). ◆


