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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

It’s Greek to Me
In a bizarre story of ancient archae-
ology meets modern molecular biolo-
gy, scientists have recently announced
in the Journal of Unconvincing New
Knowledge that they have found
evidence that the ancient, pre-Socrat-
ic Greeks of the Mycenaean Era may
actually have had an advanced, if
incomplete, knowledge of the genet-
ic components of life.

What were once thought to be
the random carvings of illegible names
on small pottery shards, discovered
near the remnants of the city of
Marathon, now appear to be the
preliminary outlines of the bond struc-
ture of three of the nucleotides—one
purine and two pyrimidines—that
make up DNA. Because of their scratchy
nature, they had been ignored for
decades, but a recent visit by an under-
graduate chemistry student to a muse-

um started the ball rolling for one of
the strangest stories in modern science.

For those interested in reading the
original article, it can be
found at the following
reference: Fink & Wignall.
Aegean Sea [A, G, ‘n’ C]
Discovered on East Coast
of Greece. J. U. N. K.
2003, 7, 666.

Kids Say . . . 
One day while reading
Today’s Chemist at Work,
I stumbled across an arti-
cle about cations. Having
put my children through
numerous lectures and
lessons involving the
basics of chemistry, I
jokingly asked my 10-
year-old son, “Son, do
you know what the oppo-
site of a cation is?”

Glancing up from the
toy car he had been zoom-
ing around the living
room, he paused with a

quizzical look on his face. Thinking
for a moment, he said with great confi-
dence, “I know! A dogion!”

Mahinda Gangoda

It’s the Law
The Fourth Law of Thermodynamics:

Watt’s Pots Never Boyle.

The Fifth Law of Thermodynamics:
Things Get Worse Under Pressure.

What in the World?
1 part corn flakes in 

9 parts whole milk 

1 part bran flakes in 
9 parts skimmed milk

–A cereal dilution ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive a Today’s
Chemist at Work souvenir.

HPLC-MS-MS

stupid little blips moving across the screen 
analog signals from the detector converted to digital 

telling me nothing more than what I’ve done 
amounts to only time wasted staring intently waiting

for the lines to move across the screen 
molecules hitting the detector 

making dots on the screen 
more dots 

faster 
more dots 

quickly, now 
lots of dots in little time 

make for nicer peak shapes 
but not too quickly 

slow down, now, dots 
you’ll make your peaks too close! 

peaks too closely together 
means unrecognized overtime 

and that makes for a very unhappy scientist 
and there is just not enough caffeine here for that.

Victoria Bagosy


