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Lighter
E L E M E N T S

USPTO
(sung to the tune of “GTO” by Ronny
and the Daytonas)

USPTO,
See the compound, mine,
Three benzenes and an alkene,
File 389.
Listen to my little speech, now,
Listen to me whi-i-ine
C’mon and patent it,
Send it up, give me one,
PTO

(Chorus)

Blah, blah, (Yeah, Yeah, USPTO)
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah
Blah, blah, (Yeah, Yeah, USPTO)
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah
Blah, blah, (Ahhhh, USPTO)
blah, blah, blah, blah, blah

You gotta see it in trials,
My chlorinated alkyl.
And the modified phenoxide
Really took a while.
Using the refluxer was quite a job,
Nearly drove me wi-i-ild
C’mon and patent it,
Send it up, give me one,
PTO

(Chorus)

Gonna save all my effort
For the PTO.
Get a lawyer and a compound
And I’ll be ready to go.
Take it out to Arlington,
That’s in ole VA, yeah, yeah

C’mon and patent it,
Send it up, give me one,
PTO

(Chorus) (fade out)

Poetic Justice
My brother was a chemist,
He isn’t anymore,
What he thought was H2O,
Was H2SO4.

Quotables
“If he was any more relaxed, his
DNA would unwind.”
—Anonymous (overheard at lunch)

Silly Headlines
“Pharmaceutical Firm to Present Data
on Novel Asthma Therapy” (Doctor,
doctor, my book keeps wheezing.)

“500th 2-Yr. Rodent Study and Report
Completed” (The project was first
started in 1003 AD! Talk about a long-
term study.)

“Companies Team Up to Measure Small-

est Proteins Detectable” (As opposed
to the smallest proteins undetectable?)

“Botulinus Toxin Used to Treat Exces-
sive Sweating” (Yes, the principle is
that dead men don’t sweat.)

Well E-Quipped
“It takes alkynes to make up a world.”

“Free radicals have revolutionized
chemistry.”

Q: What do you get if you divide an
avocado into 6 × 1023 pieces?
A: A guaca-mole.

Q: What kind of ghosts haunt chem-
istry departments?
A: Methylated spirits.

Q: What acid shows the greatest devo-
tion?
A: Acetic acid.

Q: What biochemicals wash up on
beaches?
A: Nucleotides. ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive a Today’s
Chemist at Work souvenir.


