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BUSINESS
MATTERS

Enzyme License. Diversa
Corp. (www.diversa.com)
licensed a proprietary enzyme
for the biocatalytic synthesis
of a chiral pharmaceutical
intermediate to BASF (www.
basf.com). This is the first
product licensed under a
broad collaborative agreement
between the two companies
to develop biocatalysts and
biological processes for chem-
ical applications. “We are
hopeful that this will be the
first of several commercial
licenses under this collabora-
tion with BASF,” said Jay
Short, president and CEO of
Diversa, in a press release.

Software Integration.
LabVantage Solutions (www.
labvantage.com) and Scientific
Software (www.scisw.com)
entered into a strategic rela-
tionship that, according to
the companies, will provide
customers using Scientific
Software’s CyberLAB Knowl-
edge Engineering System and
LabVantage’s Sapphire LIMS
with the industry’s first com-
pletely integrated software
solution between an enter-
prise LIMS solution and a
long-term data archival and
retrieval solution. 

Paint Repair. DuPont
(www.dupont.com) has en-
dorsed a micro paint repair
system, which chemically
welds new and old paint into
one surface, manufactured
by CSI International (www.
csi-intl.com). According to
CSI, this step strengthens its
strategic alliance to DuPont

and sets the stage for product
distribution. A letter received
by CSI from DuPont stated
that “DuPont was pleased to
announce that [its collabora-
tion with CSI] established a
useful and highly productive
micro repair paint system.” 

MSDS Alliance. ADEXS
(www.adexs.com), a provider of
hosted, intercompany docu-
ment exchange and manage-
ment services, entered into a
partnership with The Wercs
(www.thewercs.com), a devel-
oper of material safety data
sheet (MSDS) authoring soft-
ware. The agreement will
make automated hazardous
materials communication
tools available to customers
of ADEXS’s MSDSonline
business unit, which is focused
on electronic MSDS access,
management, and deploy-
ment services. 

SMART Polymers. Polymer
Laboratories (www.polymer
labs.com) received the 2003
SMART award, worth more
than £100,000, from the
United Kingdom’s Secretary
of State for Trade & Industry
in recognition of a research
program in the field of drug
development. The program
involves the development of
five polymer-bound reagents
for solid-phase synthesis and
combinatorial chemistry, and
as scavenger resins. The com-
pany will work alongside phar-
maceutical companies to
develop resin-bound chem-
istry for specific projects. 

Instrumental Award. Ther-
mo Electron (www.thermo.com)
received Frost & Sullivan’s
2003 Life Science Instrument
Company of the Year award.
Among other things, Frost &
Sullivan cited Thermo’s
success with its new integrat-
ed commercial strategy, which
promotes cross-selling among
its product offerings. Sinead
Igoe, Frost & Sullivan indus-
try analyst, said in a press
release, “With a strong focus
on providing total customer
solutions, Thermo’s goal is to
simplify the way customers
interact with its commercial
organization.”

Site Launch. JEOL USA
(www.jeol.com) launched a
new website that provides
tutorials on scanning electron
microscopy, MS, and NMR
spectrometry. The site also
includes an updated “parts
online” link to more than
100 different types of speci-
men holders that JEOL
offers for its scanning elec-
tron microscopes and down-
loadable Delta software for
NMR spectrometers. “The
new site is easier to navigate
and provides more compre-
hensive information about
JEOL scientific instruments
and JEOL contacts within
North and South America,”
said Patricia Corkum, JEOL
marketing manager, in a
press release. 

Staffing Agency GM. Kelly
Services (www.kellyservices.
com), a global provider of

staffing services, appointed
Christopher P. Jock as general
manager of Kelly Scientific
Resources (www.kellyscientific.
com), which employs more
than 5000 scientists in 13
countries. Previously, Jock
served as senior director of
the international division of
Kelly Services, where he was
responsible for the deployment
coordination of all profession-
al, technical, and staffing alter-
native businesses and extended
service offerings outside the
United States. 

New in Nanoposition.
Physik Instrumente (PI, www.
physikinstrumente.com), which
specializes in nanopositioning
products such as piezoelec-
tric systems, named Andrea
Faulstich the new director
of R&D. Before joining PI,
Faulstich held several R&D
positions at Carl Zeiss and the
Microscopy Business Group.

MS Lecture. GFS Chemi-
cals (www.gfschemicals.com)
sponsored the 6th annual G.
Frederick Smith Memorial
Lecture at the University of
Illinois Urbana–Champaign.
The lecture featured Franz
Hillenkamp from Westfäl-
ische Wilhelms Universität,
who spoke on advanced
MS methods for biomacro-
molecule characterization.
Hillenkamp described the
contributions of his research
group to soft-laser desorp-
tion techniques that comple-
ment electrospray ionization
methodologies applied to
proteins and peptides. He
is now lending his expertise
to the development of tech-
nologies at Sequenom (www.
sequenom.com). ◆


