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LabAutomation 2004, sponsored by
the Association for Laboratory
Automation (ALA), will be held

February 1–5 in San Jose, CA. This year
marks a new venue for the meeting. Lab-
Automation 2004 will feature its custom-
ary offerings of scientific symposia, poster
sessions, short courses, and network-
ing opportunities for attendees. There
will also be commercial exhibits of prod-
ucts and services for scientists working
in the field of laboratory automation.

Short Courses
LabAutomation 2004 will offer a series
of one- and two-day short courses on
February 1 and 2. One-day courses
cost between $400 and $600 and two-
day courses cost between $725 and $925.
Topics for the one-day courses include
bar-code technology, economic justifi-
cation of laboratory automation, microar-
rays and their applications, introduction
to laboratory automation, introduction to
high-throughput screening, introduction to
molecular biology, biostatistics, LIMS in

the organization, mass spectrometry in
proteomics and drug discovery, trajectory
of clinical laboratory automation, molecu-
lar diagnostic automation, and patent law.
Two-day courses are offered in microflu-
idics and getting started with Excel and VBA
in the laboratory.

Plenary Program
The plenary program will take place on
Tuesday morning, February 3, beginning
at 8:00 a.m. The topics include Changing
Patterns in the Discovery of New Drugs,
Financial Forces Shaping the Future of the
Pharmaceuticals and Biotech Industry, Holo-
graphic Sensors for Drug Discovery, and
the winner of the Jouan Robotics Award
presentation (topic to be determined at a
later date). Also part of the plenary program
is the closing session on Thursday evening,
February 5, on Microfluidics in Your Future.

Technical Program
The program is divided into seven tracks:
high-throughput chemistry, high-through-
put screening, microfluidics, genomics,
proteomics, clinical, and emerging tech-
nologies. Within each track there are sepa-
rate sessions. For the high-throughput chem-
istry track, the sessions will be chemistry,
analytical, microscale, new strategies, chem-
istry informatics, ADMET, and drug discov-
ery case studies. The high-throughput screen-
ing track will feature sessions on ion channels,

informatics, analytical, data analysis and
quality control, automated design, ADMET,
and drug discovery case studies. In the
microfluidics track, the following sessions
will be featured: microfluidics, detection,
microchip separations, bioanalytical, and
small-volume dispensing.

The genomics track will include
sessions on analytical, instrumentation,
SNPs, informatics, arrays, advanced
topics, and clinical pharmacogenomics.
For the proteomics track, the sessions
will be arrays, structures, informatics,
new technologies, and automation
applications in process R&D. In the
clinical track, the following sessions will
be featured: clinical proteomics, clini-
cal POC, molecular diagnostics, infor-
matics, and arrays. The emerging tech-
nologies track will have sessions on
engineering applications, cell-based
screening approaches, hardware,

automation systems, national laboratory
technology transfer, emerging IT infor-
matics, and performance metrics. 

Poster Sessions
Poster sessions will be held in the exhibit
hall on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons
after lunch. Conferees will have the oppor-
tunity to interact and keep up with the
latest advances in research at these sessions. 

Exhibits
LabAutomation 2004 will showcase the
latest automation technologies from more
than 200 exhibitors for pharmaceutical,
biotechnology, and clinical laboratories.
The exhibition will be open during the
following hours: February 2, 4:00–8:30
p.m.; February 3, 10:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m.;
and February 4, 10:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Receptions for conference attendees will
be held in the exhibition hall on the
evenings of February 2–4.

For more information on any aspect of the
meeting, visit the LabAutomation 2004 web-
site at http://labautomation.org/LA/LA04. ◆

LabAutomation 2004
The annual automation show heads north 
to a new California home.

March 
Pittcon 2004
March 7–12, Chicago
www.pittcon.org

ACS Spring National Meeting
March 28–April 1, Anaheim, CA
chemistry.org/meetings

May 
Analytica 2004
May 11–14, Munich, Germany
www.analytica.de

ASMS Conference on 
Mass Spectrometry
May 23–27, Nashville, TN
www.asms.org
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