
Editor Triggers
“Mnemonic Plague”
In his October 2003 editorial
in Today’s Chemist at Work,
Editor James Ryan discussed
some of the mnemonic
devices that he remembered
from his early education and
invited readers to submit their
favorites. Without realizing it,
he unsealed the latch that held
Pandora’s box closed. Some
readers were quite prolific,
submitting several lists, while
others were more selective.
Below, we offer some of the
submissions that we received.

To remember the di-
carboxylic acids—oxalic,
malonic, succinic, glutaric,
adipic, pimelic, suberic, azele-
ic, sebacic—several readers
submitted the following:

“Oh My, Such Good Apple
Pie, Sweet As Sugar.”

Variations tend to focus
on the last three words,
including “Said Aunt Suzie”
and “Suzy Always Serves”.

To remember the most
electronegative atoms (fluo-
rine, oxygen, chlorine, nitro-
gen, bromine, carbon, sulfur,
and phosphorus) in descreas-
ing order, one of our readers
remembered thinking:

“For Our Clambake, Never
Bring Canned Spam.”

Having trouble remember-
ing the redox flow of electrons
(lose electrons, oxidation; gain
electrons, reduction)? Try
using this mnemonic:

“LEO (the lion) says GER.”

For the geologists in our
audience, it is sometimes just
enough to remember the rela-
tive positions of the minerals
on the Moh scale of hardness
(talc, gypsum, calcite, fluorite,
apatite, feldspar, quartz, topaz).
Our readers recommend:

“Two Girls Came From
Alaska Feeling Quite Tipsy.”

Alternatively, as a geologist,
history might be more up your
alley. In that case, trying to
remember the periods of the
Paleozoic (Cambrian, Ordovi-
cian, Silurian, Devonian,

Mississipian, Pennsylvanian,
Permian) and Mesozoic (Trias-
sic, Jurassic, Cretaceous) eras is
made a whole lot easier with:

“Can Oscar See Down My
Pants Pocket?” and “Tomato
Juice Cans”.

And for those who are
more astronomically inclined,
one way to remember the
outward order of the planets
(Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Nep-
tune, Pluto) is to remember:

“My Very Educated Mother
Just Served Us Nine Pickles.”

Alternatively, Mom was
more economically inclined
and “Just Saved Up Nine
Pennies.” 

For the biologists in the
crowd, our readers offer these
regal methods for remember-

ing the taxonomic classifica-
tion system (kingdom,
phylum, class, order, family,
genus, species):

“King Paul Cried, ‘Oh, For
Goodness Sake.’”

“King Philip Came Over
For Ginger Snaps.”

Can’t seem to remember
what amino acids were ab-
solutely required for a good
diet (valine, leucine, isoleucine,
threonine, methionine, lysine,
phenylalanine, tyrosine)? Try
the following clue:

“Very Lazy Is The Man
who Leaves Paper Trails.”

One of our readers was
sadly expected to know
the first 14 decimals of pi
(3.14159265358979), and
used the following reminder:

“How I want a drink, alco-
holic of course, after the heavy
chapters involving quantum
mechanics.”

More Quotables
Two more quotes from
Doctor Who:

“Never underestimate the
power of organic crystallo-
graphy!”

“I’m a very dangerous
fellow when I don’t know
what I’m doing.”
And one from me:

“It’s all very well in prac-
tice, but in theory it just
doesn’t work.”

Roy W. King 
“I think, therefore I keep

quiet.”
Randall C. Willis ◆
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Please send your work-related sto-
ries to the Editorial Office as listed
on page 3. If your humor is pub-
lished, you will receive a Today’s
Chemist at Work souvenir.
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