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As you can tell from a glance
at the cover, we’ve changed the
look of Today’s Chemist at Work

for the new year. Our distinctive logo
still tops the cover, and the left edge
remains the white band we’ve had for
the past five years. But now a comple-
mentary black band runs down the
right edge. In this space we present
each month’s editorial
theme, feature topics, and
a selection of the depart-
ments found inside.

Both the cover and the
table of contents show that
changes in this issue are
technical as well as visual.
Next to the logo, we’ve
added “Sample Prep,
Analysis, Data Handling”
to indicate our increased emphasis on
these facets of analytical chemistry. In
response to reader requests, we’ve added
new technology and product depart-
ments and have expanded several others.
To begin with, Technology & Tools (page
47) will provide a “how-to” guide on a
recently developed application or instru-
mental technique. This month, we pres-
ent a look at microwave organic synthe-
sis and how it is being used so successfully
in combinatorial chemistry and peptide
synthesis. We’ve also revamped our
computer column, entitling it Systems
& Data Handling, where this month
you’ll find our treatise on specialized
Internet search engines. 

We’ve expanded our coverage of
product information as well. A new
section called Product Profile will exam-
ine the latest in laboratory equipment.
Our first profile (page 55) is on mem-
brane filtration, and in the coming
months we’ll look at everything from
valves and fittings to laboratory wash-
ers. While one might think these are
ordinary topics, that is exactly the point
taken from readers who tell us they
want more of this essential informa-

tion. We will also be publishing a series
of product reviews from our sibling
publication Analytical Chemistry.
This month, we review liquid handling
and dispensing systems, devices so
crucial to the automation of analyti-
cal chemistry. 

Despite the addition of these new
departments and expansion of others,

the general-interest col-
umns you’ve come to ex-
pect are still there. Our
Chemistry Chronicles
column this month is on
the discovery of radioac-
tive decay (page 39), and
Health Perspectives pon-
ders the way our bodies
change over time in their
reactions to drugs (page

43). We also continue our book reviews
(Chemist’s Bookshelf ), and before I
get a lot of e-mails, let me state for the
record that our crossword puzzle contin-
ues, this time on page 46. One of my
personal delights is that we continue to
have the world-renowned cartoonist
Sidney Harris as a contributor to our
Lighter Elements page.

The Greek philosopher Heracli-
tus once said that nothing endures but
change. For over a decade, TCAW
has changed in keeping with the needs
of our readers, the professional chemist.
These changes are the latest manifes-
tation of our relevance to that world. 

P. S. In my October editorial, entitled
“Mnemonics”, I invited readers to send
in their favorite alphabetical memory aid,
and we would put them up on our website.
However, some of them were so clever that
we decided to print a selection on this
month’s Lighter Elements page. Thanks to
everyone for sharing them.
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