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HPLC 2004, the 28th meeting of
the International Symposium
and Exhibit on High Perfor-

mance Liquid Phase Separations and
Related Techniques, will be held June
12–18 in Philadelphia. This conference
is an international forum for the scientif-
ic discussion of the methods of high-
performance liquid chromatography,
along with complementary separation
techniques such as electrophoresis, electro-
chromatography, field-flow fractiona-
tion, supercritical-fluid chromatography,
and “hyphenated” techniques such as LC/
MS and CE/MS. In addition, microfluidics,
separations on chips, diagnostic systems,
and other leading-edge technologies are
considered. The conference was first held
in Interlaken, Switzerland, in 1973, and it
has since alternated between the United
States and Europe.

Technical Program
There will be two plenary talks as part of
the opening ceremony Monday morn-
ing—Quantitative Proteomics: Current
Status, Challenges, and New Directions;
and Microfabricated Devices for Genetic
Analysis.

The customary scientific program will
address recent emerging developments in
pharmaceutical, regulatory, and explorato-
ry separations; high-throughput and/or
combinatorial separations; chip-based sepa-
rations, biochips, and diagnostic systems;
separations research in proteomics; multi-
dimensional separations, and LC/MS;
among a variety of other techniques relat-
ed to the practice and understanding of LC
and CE. The sessions will be divided into
the following topic areas: column tech-
nology, LC in pharmaceuticals and bio-
technology, basics of separation science,
monolithic columns, chiral separations,
proteomics, chips and diagnostics, advances
in preparative chromatography, advances
in fast chromatographic methods, advances

in very high and ultrahigh-pressure chro-
matography, LC/LC, high-throughput and
parallel separations, CE and CEC, novel
LC detectors, and bioterrorism.

Short Courses
There will be several short courses held
on the Saturday and Sunday before the

meeting. Practical Capillary Electrophore-
sis is designed for those new to the field,
although experienced users who wish to
broaden their background will also bene-
fit. Advanced Liquid Chromatographic
Techniques is a one-day course for those
who wish to broaden their practical knowl-
edge of these techniques. HPLC Trou-
bleshooting in a Nutshell is a half-day
course that will show which separation
parameters to monitor as indicators of
impending problems. Attendees will gain
a better understanding of the physics and
chemistry of the HPLC column, and how
to avoid (or at least forestall) the most
common failure modes. FDA Methods
Development and Validation will describe
how to develop, optimize, and validate
analytical methods, primarily in HPLC,
but the material presented is also applica-
ble to other methods and instrumentation.
The LC/MS course is designed for experi-
enced analytical chemists who are moving
more into LC/MS. The focus is mainly on

small-molecule entities of pharmaceutical
interest. Preparative LC is a half-day course
that defines preparative LC and reviews the
basic distinction between analytical and
preparative modes of LC. High Efficiency
Enantiomeric Separations is designed for
researchers faced with the separation or
analysis of enantiomeric compounds.

Poster Sessions
HPLC will feature poster sessions that offer
conferees the opportunity to talk to re-
searchers and practitioners about the art
and science of chromatography and elec-
trophoresis. The best posters will be award-
ed prizes; these poster awards will be
presented on the last day of the conference.

Exposition
The exposition is a comprehensive display
of commercial products related to liquid-
phase separations and analysis. There will
be more than 70 companies exhibiting the
latest techniques and technologies in all
facets of liquid-phase separations. The
exhibit is open for symposium attendees
from Tuesday, June 15, through Thursday,
June 17.  Non-meeting attendees are strong-
ly encouraged to attend the exhibits on
Wednesday and Thursday. The technical
program will be structured so all partici-
pants have ample time to visit the exposi-
tion and poster sessions in the closely inte-
grated lecture and poster/trade display areas.

Vendor Seminars
Vendor seminars are one-hour sessions that
allow researchers from manufacturers of
separation supplies and instruments the
opportunity to discuss applications of their
products. Representative companies in-
clude Shimadzu Scientific Instruments,
Waters, Rohm and Haas, Dionex, and
PerkinElmer.

For more information on the meeting,
visit the HPLC 2004 website at www.
hplcsymposium.org. ◆

HPLC 2004
The annual bi-continental event 
lands in Philadelphia.


