
Be Glad It’s Summer
In honor of the good old summertime,
some lighter elements that reflect on why
it is “good old summertime”—no more
pencils, no more books, no more teacher’s
dirty looks (or in the chemist’s case—no
more retorts, no more flasks, no more
profs to give us tasks).

It Matters
A professor once told me, “It’s the details

that matter.”
That’s when we were studying how light

scatters,
But Heisenberg makes things uncertain

and I’ve already excluded Pauli,
Planck constantly draws a blank and 

de Broglie gets me groggy.
The solubility rules say to anticipate

precipitates,
There’s also Q and KSP and reaction rates.
My head wants to explode as I feel my

temperature rise.
There is no solution. It’s insoluble and

perhaps unsolvable.
Problems? Raoult always has the ideal

solution:
I need to find a balance, an equilibrium. 
Le Châtelier will relieve the stress. 
It’s just a phase I’m going through,
Surely I’ll ace that chemistry test.
So how was the exam?
An absolute zero.

Lee Ann Leung

Professor Wonderful
A popular toy in department stores these
days is a talking doll called Mr. Wonder-
ful. This guy with the big smile is pack-
aged in a box that tells us, “He always
knows what to say!” Here is a sample of

Mr. Wonderful’s recorded messages:
“Thinking of you is the best part of my
whole day.” . . . “You’re perfect just the way
you are; I wouldn’t change one thing.” Of
course, all of his endearing statements are
intended to warm the heart of his ladylove.
(If only we could be sure that he is sincere
and not just trying to please her.)

In academia today, student ratings of
their professors are becoming ever more
important in the evaluation and promo-
tion process. Professors learn very quick-
ly that the happier they make their
students, the higher the grade their
students will give them. With some educa-
tors, the pursuit of popularity has gone so
far that I believe we may now need a “Prof.
Wonderful” doll. Here are a few of the
recorded messages this doll might have for
its students:

“Congratulations, class, on yesterday’s
exam. The average was 98.” . . . 

“No, I don’t mind if you keep your cell
phones on in class. I wouldn’t want you
to miss something important.” . . .

“Yes, I’ll provide the formulas for the
next exam. Memorizing them is such a
hassle.” . . .

“I’m so sorry you were unable to attend
yesterday’s class. I’d be happy to loan you
my lecture notes.” . . .

“No, I don’t mind if your lab report is
late. I want you to be able to do the best
job you can.” . . .

“Certainly, you can have as much time
as you need on this exam.” . . .

And finally, “I agree. You deserved much
more partial credit on that quiz problem.” 

(Any entrepreneurs listening?)
Jim Eberhart

Department of Chemistry
University of Colorado, Colorado Springs

Bartlett’s (Science) Summer
“Made glorious summer by this local 
G-type accretion of hot hydrogen and heli-
um gases with an absolute magnitude
+4.83 of York.” 

—from King Richard III
by Shakespeare (NOT) ◆
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Please send your work-related stories to the
Editorial Office as listed on page 3. If your humor
is published, you will receive a Today’s Chemist at
Work souvenir.
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