
JULY 2004 TODAY’S CHEMIST AT WORK 15©2004 AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY

BUSINESS
MATTERS

Equipment Ordered. The
U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
(CDC, www.cdc.gov) has
ordered more than $3.2
million worth of automated
sample-preparation equip-
ment and services for
GC/MS chemical analysis
from Gerstel (www.gerstel.
com). The order includes
more than 40 PrepStation
systems and associated
consulting, applications
support, and service agree-
ments. “By acquiring these
systems, CDC is making an
important step in creating
a robust infrastructure that
will enable states and mu-
nicipalities to deal with a
release of chemical agents,”
said Robert Collins, presi-
dent of Gerstel.

License Deal. Xcellsyz Ltd.
(www.xcellsyz.com) has
obtained a nonexclusive deal
to license its conditionally
immortalized, human skeletal
muscle cell lines to Boehringer
Ingelheim (www.boehringer.
com) for evaluation and drug
discovery research. Xcellsyz
cell lines are produced using a
proprietary technology that
allows the cells to proliferate
while being able to revert to
their original phenotype.
Xcellsyz uses these cells to
drive its drug discovery and
screening service, and it also
licenses the lines to drug
discovery companies.

Spectroscopy Partnership.
Hitachi High Technologies
America (www.hitachi-hta.

com) and Leeman Labs
(www.leemanlabs.com) have
formed a partnership that has
resulted in several new prod-
ucts. The first line of instru-
ments to be offered in North
America includes a series of
Zeeman atomic absorption
(AA) spectrometers—the 
Z-2000 series that includes
flame, furnace, and tandem
models. The spectrometers
offered include the Z-2000
flame/furnace tandem AA
spectrometer versions, the 
Z-2300 flame AA spectrome-
ter, and the Z-2700 graphite
furnace AA spectrometer.

Microsoft Windows Opera-
tion. Scientific Software,
Inc. (SSI, www.scisw.com),
announced that its EZChrom
Elite version 3.1.4 Chroma-
tography Data System can
operate using Microsoft’s
Windows 2003 Server with
Windows Terminal Services.
Under this Microsoft system,
EZChrom Elite can be
deployed as a thin-client
application and provide the
regulated laboratory with a
number of key benefits.

Collaboration. New 
York-based Polymedco (www.
polymedco.com), a national
marketing organization that
sells diagnostic equipment
and reagents for the clinical
laboratory marketplace, has
teamed up with Millipore’s
(www.millipore.com) Elix water
purification system. Serving as
a direct feed for Poly-Chem
analyzers nationwide, the Elix

system combines pretreat-
ment, reverse osmosis, and
patented electrodeionization
purification technologies in a
compact design for consistent
pure water quality. Analytical-
grade water produced by the
Elix system meets the specifi-
cations for Type II water
defined by CAP, ISO 3696/
BS3997, and NCCLS and
ASTM. Polymedco’s laborato-
ry products are used for lipids,
diabetes, and special chemistry
testing. “After testing various
technologies, we discovered
that Millipore’s Elix system is
the best source for quality feed
water,” said Richard Metz,
director of marketing at Poly-
medco. “The high quality and
minimal maintenance of the
Elix system ensure efficient,
consistent, and productive
laboratory testing for our Poly-
Chem customers.”

Innovation Award. Frost
& Sullivan has selected Bruker
BioSciences Corp. (www.
bruker-biosciences.com) sub-
sidiary Bruker Daltonics to
receive the Innovation Award
for the Life Sciences for its
2004 product line. Frost &
Sullivan analyst Sinead Igoe
stated: “Bruker has received
this award for its innovative
development of sophisticat-
ed mass spectrometers.
Concentrating on meeting
the needs of life science
researchers, Bruker Daltonics
aids the researchers in over-
coming complex challenges
encountered in their life
science research, especially
in the proteomics field, by
offering innovative, high-
quality solutions that support
all life science applications,

from genomics to clinical
proteomics.” 

Excellence Award Winners.
Chemical Computing Group
(CCG) and ACS’s Division
of Computers in Chemistry
(COMP) have announced
the latest winners of the CCG
Excellence Awards for the
228th ACS National Meeting
in Philadelphia. The awards
are designed to encourage
graduate student participation
and interaction among com-
putational chemists in the
COMP division activities
at ACS national meetings.
Winners are Christopher
Hixson, Devleena Mazumder,
Scott Oloff, Shuxing (King)
Zhang, Michael Shirts,
Raphaël Geney, Rajarshi
Guha, Somianarayanan Raja-
mani, David Joseph Harriman,
and Linnan He.

New CEO. The Thomson
Corporation (www.thomson.
com) announced that Vin
Caraher has been named
president and CEO of
Thomson Scientific, part
of the Scientific and Health-
care market group. Caraher
was most recently executive
vice president of pharma/
chemistry markets, where he
led a cross-organization team
to create and launch Thom-
son Pharma—the first inte-
grated information portal for
professionals that focuses on
the discovery, development,
and launch of drug therapies
in the pharmaceutical and
biotechnology markets. ◆
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