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Iregret to say that this issue of
Today’s Chemist at Work is our last.
This publication began as a tabloid

entitled Today’s Chemist in 1988, and
was changed to its current TCAW title
and magazine format by the Ameri-
can Chemical Society in 1992. In both
forms, ACS’s goal was to offer a month-
ly information periodical serving the
interests of professional
chemists in industry, gov-
ernment, and academic
laboratories. I think it’s
clear that in its decade-
plus run, TCAW met its
editorial goals admirably.
This magazine has annu-
ally produced features on
the latest advances in
liquid chromatography,
NMR spectroscopy, robotic sample
preparation, and laboratory data
management for which we’ve won
editorial and design awards.

We’ve offered advice to chemists on
their careers and salaries, how to find a
job in a down-market economy, and
what we all should do to make sure
we have enough money to retire when
that time comes. Our Chemistry
Chronicles department has reviewed
the history of this science and how the
tools and concepts we take for granted
in a modern lab came to be. And I must
mention Sidney Harris, the incompa-
rable science cartoonist who, besides
gracing the pages of magazines such as
The New Yorker, has appeared in TCAW
from the very beginning.

However, editorial excellence is not
all that is needed in a publication such
as ours. The magazine must sell adver-
tising to cover the cost of production,
and that, alas, is TCAW ’s problem.
Between increased production costs and
the decreased ad budgets of the post-
9/11 economy—and more to the point,
an expectation that neither of these func-
tions will improve in the near term—
TCAW’s fate has been unfortunately

financially sealed.
Which brings us to this issue, which

we have entitled “A Look Back at
TCAW.” In addition to new features
and departments that our readers have
come to expect, it contains a retro-
spective review of articles that embody
the art and editorial breadth of this
magazine. We are pleased to present

once again the February
1998 Declaration of Inde-
pendence feature on how
LC-MS was used to deter-
mine the degradation
mechanism of that historic
document’s polymer coat-
ing. We also reprise the
story of the Gilbert and
Chemcraft chemistry sets
from our September 2000

issue, and the August 1999 art-inten-
sive version of our annual coverage of
ACS chemists’ salaries and employ-
ment. We also present departments
on environmental regulations from July
1997, Chemical Landmarks from
December 1996, Health Perspectives
from November 1998, and the very
first crossword puzzle—from the Febru-
ary 1988 Today’s Chemist.

The TCAW staff will miss produc-
ing this magazine, which emcompasses
so much of our respect for chemistry,
but we’ll move on to other assignments.
For me, I will particularly miss not
having the bully pulpit of a monthly
editorial to promote my favorite science.
I am grateful to those who selected me
for this position, and allowed me to keep
it for seven years. And even with that, I
doubt that my time in chemistry is over.
I am about to make my reservation for
the 2005 Pittsburgh Conference in
Orlando, and I hope to see many of
my friends and our readers there.

Farewell
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