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BUSINESS
MATTERS

Stock gains. According to
Instrument Business Outlook, a
twice-monthly publication
dedicated to the analytical
and life science instrument
industry, its Process/Metrol-
ogy/Motion stock index
gained more than 50% in
2003. This index included
the top-performing stock of
the metrology equipment
manufacturer Nanometrics
(www.nanometrics.com),
whose share price more than
doubled in the past year. 
The publication’s three other
indices are Lab Instrumenta-
tion, Filtration, and Lab
Equipment/Distribution, two
of which topped the Dow
Jones Industrial Average and
S&P 500 gains for the year. 

Training update. Six
Sigma Qualtec (www.ssqi.
com), a provider of training
and implementation services,
updated its training materials
and courseware to reflect the
expanded functionality of 
the latest release of Minitab
statistical software for Win-
dows. “Enabling compatibili-
ty between Release 14 [the
new release] and our course-
ware gives our clients the
greater capability to gain
actionable insights from 
their collected data than 
ever before,” said program
manager Lynn Monkelien 
in a press release. 

Instrument leader. Thermo
Electron’s (www.thermo.com)
line of Orion water analysis
products was the recipient of
the 2003 Frost & Sullivan

Leadership Award, according
to a Thermo press release,
because of its “long-standing
leadership in the benchtop
pH and ORP [oxidation-
reduction potential] measure-
ment instruments market.” 

International testing.
Analytical Products Group
(APG, www.apgqa.com) 
was chosen by the United
Nations Environment Pro-
gram to provide proficiency
testing services for the U.N.’s
GEM/Water Program, which
was established to make
authoritative and scientifical-
ly sound information avail-
able on the state and trends
of global inland water quali-
ty. APG will supply single-
blind samples to laboratories
throughout the world, collect
and analyze data from the
testing, and furnish reports.

Chrom deal. Scientific Soft-
ware (www.scisw.com) and
Nanostream (www.nano
stream.com) signed a product
agreement to deliver high-
quality chromatography data
system technology to end
users. Nanostream will offer
Scientific Software’s chroma-
tography data system,
EZChrom Elite, for use
with its micro parallel LC
product, the Veloce system. 

Electro purchase. ESA
(www.esainc.com), a manufac-
turer and supplier of analyti-
cal instruments to the life
science and pharmaceutical
industries, purchased Cypress
Systems (www.cypresssystems.

com), a provider of poten-
tiostats and electrodes for
core teaching and classroom
experiments. According to
ESA CEO Walter DiGiusto,
“Cypress Systems’ products
and expertise in electrochem-
istry will augment our similar
expertise and already signifi-
cant presence in the academ-
ic environment.” 

Pharma integration.
Agilent Technologies (www.
agilent.com) and Bayer Busi-
ness Services (BBS, www.
bayerbbs.com) will develop
and market the integration 
of BBS’s COVIN Instru-
ments logistics solutions and
Agilent’s networked data
systems. According to the
companies, the integration
optimizes the pharmaceutical
manufacturing and QA/QC
workflow by providing an
online link between the SAP
R/3 quality management
systems, chromatographic
data systems, and analytical
devices. 

Gold agreement. Haber, 
a process development com-
pany with proprietary tech-
nologies in extractive metal-
lurgy and electrochemical
separations, reported that
Gold City, Inc., the mining
company that licensed its
environmentally friendly
gold extraction process
(HGP), has made significant
progress in producing quan-
tities of gold concentrate
from mining sites in Nevada.
“When the contractually
required initial quantities are
processed using HGP, Haber
shall receive the remaining
1.2 million shares of Gold
City stock in accordance

with the licensing agree-
ment,” said Haber President
Albert Conti in a press
release.   

Air-cleaning addition. Wolf-
gang Schmidl recently joined
Purafil (www.purafil.com), a
developer of air-cleaning
systems, in the newly created
R&D position of technical
director. According to Purafil,
Schmidl will be responsible
for researching different gas-
phase technologies as well as
directing the company’s tech-
nical support department,
maintaining the quality of
the media plant, and oversee-
ing the chemical laboratories.
Previously, Schmidl was an
associate engineer, group
leader, and program leader at
the Institute of Paper Science
and Technology (www.ipst.
edu) for 10 years, and from
2002 to 2003, he was an
independent consultant in
chemical recovery. 

IO appointment. IO
Informatics (www.io-infor
matics.com) appointed Patri-
cia A. Rougeau as president
and CEO. For the past five
years, Rougheau held the
same positions at MDL
Information Systems (www.
mdli.com), a discovery infor-
matics company. She has
more than 25 years of expe-
rience in corporate manage-
ment and technology leader-
ship. “I am delighted that 
Pat has joined us,” said IO
founder and board member
Erich Gombocz. ◆


